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DESCENDANTS 

PROBLEMS/QUESTIONS

Born  in 

Son of William Berry and Margaret (Doughty) Berry

Brother of Elizabeth (Berry) Strother, Margaret (Berry) Rogers, Enoch Berry Sr and John

Waller Berry

Husband of  — married [date unknown] [location unknown]

Father of Frances (Berry) Dobyns, Joseph Berry, Benjamin Berry and

Thomas Berry Sr.

Died after about age 58 in 

Pro�le manager: Kevin Thompson  [send private message]

Berry-2358 created 5 Apr 2012 | Last modi�ed 15 Feb 2023

This page has been accessed 1,307 times.

Captain Joseph Berry, the son of William Berry and Margaret Doughty was born about

1691 in Saint Pauls Parish, King George, Virginia. He is believed to have died after 1749.

He was married to Catherine Simcock (birth and death details unknown) who he

mentions in his Will below.

In his will of 1749 he mentions his father, WIlliam Berry; brother, Enoch Berry;

grandfather, Enoch Doughty (his mother's father); wife Catherine Simcock Berry and six

sons: (No daughters are mentioned).

1. Frances Berry, born 1721

2. Joseph Berry, born 1723

3. Benjamin Berry, born 1724

4. Withers Berry, born 1728

5. Thomas Berry, born 1730

6. Baldwin Berry, born 1733

7. Reuben Berry, born 1735

In the name of God Amen. I joseph Berry of the County of King George and Parish of

Hannover being in good health and sound and pefect sence and memory as usually at

other times past for which blessing I give thanks and praise to Almighty God, but

calling to mind the uncertainty of this life and that it is appointed for all men once to

die do make and ordain this to be my last will and testament in manner and form

It may be possible to con�rm family relationships. It

is likely that these autosomal DNA test-takers will

share some percentage of DNA with Joseph:
~0.78% David Alexander  : 23andMe,
GEDmatch M541111 [compare] [test details] +
AncestryDNA, GEDmatch QU4083187
[compare] [test details] + Family Tree DNA
Family Finder, GEDmatch T524499
[compare], FTDNA kit #249312 [test details]

~0.39% James Dunlap  : 23andMe [test

details]

~0.39% Robin Poynor  : AncestryDNA,
Ancestry member robinpoynor [test details]

~0.39% Wendy (Simon) Carpenter  :
AncestryDNA, GEDmatch A688222
[compare], Ancestry member oladelmartin
[test details]

Have you taken a test? If so, select it here. If not, see

our friends at Ancestry DNA.
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following, that is to say �rst and inprimis I commend my soul into the protection of

my great and mercifull creator and my body to the earth from whence it came to be

decently buried at the discretion of my execurtix hereafter named in sure and certain

hope of a joyfull resurection at the last day, and for such wordly goods as it hath

pleased God to bless me with I give as follows, vizt.

Item: That, whereas by the Last Will and Testament of ,

deceased, bearing date the 5th of Feb. 1720 he has therein demised to my 

 the plantation and land whereon he then lived in the following words,

vizt..I give to my son Enoch Berry the plantation I how live on with all the land joyning
thereto now in my possession being the third part of a certain pattent granted to
Enoch Doughty by computation �ve hundred acres to him and his heirs lawfully
begotten of his own body and for want of such heirs to fall to my son, Joseph Berry
and to his heirs lawfully begotten of his own body. Now that I am heir at law to my

mother she being the daughter of said Enoch Doughty, I am apprehensive that the

said clause or paragra� mentioned in my said father's will does not convey a legal title

to my said brother Enoch Berry in the said land, but notwithstanding as I know it was

my Mother's desire and my father's will that my said brother enoch berry should have

a part of the said land, I do therefore declare and am well contented that it should be

according to their will and desire, but as my brother Enoch Berry and I have formerly

agreed that he the said Enoch should have in lieu of the said land given to him by my

father's will the upper part of the said land being the plantation whereon I formerly

lived before the death of my father Wm. Berry, now I do hereby desire and it is my will

that my said brother Enoch Berry do hold the said plantation whereon I formerly lived

as above said it being the same plantation whereon my brother Enoch Berry now lives

with all the land lying between the North easternmost bounds of the said Pattent and

the Creek called Doughty's Creek which creek is the division between his land and

mine, his land being the upper part of the whole tract to him and the heirs of his body

lawfully begotten and for want of such heirs to return to the heirs of my body lawfully

begotten in the same manner as is mentioned and intended in my fathers will

aforesaid, but if it shall happen at any time hereafter that my brother Enoch Berry or

his heirs or any other person or persons claiming under them shall claim any right or

title to the land whereon I now live it being the same land what is mentionid in my

father's will aforesaid or shall bring any troublesome or vexatious suit in law against

my heirs, executors or any other person or pesons claiming by me or my heirs on

account of the aforesaid gift intail mentioned in my father's will as aforesaid, that

then this paragra� in my will as it above recited shall be utterly void and of none

e�ect and that my heirs, executors or administrators or any other person claiming by

them shall have power and authority to enter and possess the premises above

mentoned as if this demise had never been mentioned in my will.

item: It is my will and desire that my well beloved  do

hold and possess my land and plantation whereon I now live during her life only

allowing to my  the liberty of the house which he has lately built and

the liberty of building such other houses as he has occasion for with a reasonable

portion of ground to work on provided that he shall have no privilige to work any land

but such as his Mother is willing to let him have without being prejudicial to herself.

Item: It is my will and desire that after the death of my wife Catherine Simcock, my

land whereon I now live be equaly divided between my  and 

 allowing to each part an equal breadth upon the River counting from the

mouth of the Creek to the lower corner of the tract next to Col. Carter's land, the line

or lines for the division to extend back from the River to parallell Carter's lines, my

son Joseph to have the �rst choice after the division the said land to them and their

heirs forever, but if it shall happen that either of my said sons Joseph and Benjamin

shall die without heirs or making any legal disposition of their parts of the said land

that then the inheritance shall descend to their next brother, vizt.  he

being my third son, and if they should both dye without heirs or otherwise disposing

of thier land in their lifetime that then the inheritance thereof shall descent to the

said son Withers and his next brother  to be held by them in

the same manner as is above mentioned to their older brothers. Likewise if my 2 sons

Withers and thomas should bother or either of them dye then the inheritance shall

descend to their 2 youngest brothers, 

in the same manner as is above mentioned to their other brothers. The meaning of

my intent and desire that my 2 oldest sons then living or their heirs may from time to

RootsSearch for Joseph Berry Sr.: conveniently

search 20+ genealogy websites. [more info]
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[edit]

time hold my said land between them, and if my said sons or any of them or their

heirs they being at the same time in right and property to sess or convey the whole or

any part thereof belonging to them as they shall think �tt.

Item: It is my will and desire that my wife Catherine Simcock do hold all my other

estate both real and personal during her life to use and dispose thereof at her own

discretion in paying my debts and funeral expenses and likewise for her own support

and the support and maintainance of my children until the youngest come of age

which I desire may be under her tuition and if any part of my estate or the pro�tts

thereof (excepting the reversion of my land as above demised to my sons) be left at

her death that it may go to my children to be distributed amongst them according to

the discretion of my aforesaid wife Catherine Simcock Berry whom I do hereby

constitute and appoint to be whole and sole Executor of this my last will and

testament and I do hereby revoke and disannull all former wills by me heretofore

made and do rati�e this to be my true and last will as witness my hand and seale.[1]

The Berry Plain Farm Dogue, Virginia In 1665, when William Berry and his bride, Margaret

Doughty, received the land as part of a dowry, the Dogue Indians and two other tribes

occupied the land. The original portion of Berry Plain House, the center section as it

appears today, was built in 1720, by Joseph Berry, William Berry’s grandson. It was 1.5

stories and included a cellar and porch. In 1778, another descendant, Thomas Berry,

extended the house to the right of the main entry. This included a full second story and

raising the roof of the original structure. In 1845 the property was sold to John and

Virginia Dickinson, who built the two-story addition on the left end of the main house.

The property remained in the Dickinson family until 1959. During it's heyday, Dogue,

Virginia, along the Rappahannock River, was a busy village. During the early days of Berry

Plain, the basement was used as a tavern. With the river and major road nearby [what is

now Route 3], travelers welcomed a much-appreciated stop. After enjoying a meal and

drinks, overnight guests would have slept in a downstairs room. 1940 aerial photo and

2019 house photo shared from the collection of Mark Stone, Berry Plain Farm.

Deposition 4/18/1748, age 57 years1 Was given land on the Shenandoah river, 9 miles

square, for services rendered to Lord Fairfax.1 Joseph Berry Sr moved to Frederick Co. &

owned the ferry on the Pike north of Paris, Va on the Shenandoah River.10

1. ↑ King, George Harrison Sanford, King George County, Virginia Will Book A-1,
1721-1752, Fredericksburg, VA, 1978. Pages 176-178.

• The Virginia Genealogist, Volume 1, Number 1. Pages 8-9.
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I created 10439. I later discovered a record for them. Please merge. Thank you.
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