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PROBLEMS/QUESTIONS

Born  in 

Son of William (Braunche) Branch and Katherine Barbara (Jennings)

Branch [uncertain]

Brother of Richard Branch, Mary Branch, Thomas Branch, Ann Branch, Eleanor Branch,

Elizabeth Branch, Martha (Branch) Payne, Barbara Branch and William Branch

Husband of  — married 8 Jul 1596 in St Martin Ludgate,

London, England

Father of Christopher Branch Sr.

Died at about age 36 in 

Pro�le manager: Kathy Lamm  [send private message]

Branch-51 created 27 Mar 2011 | Last modi�ed 29 Jun 2023

This page has been accessed 6,853 times.

There is some dispute regarding the wives of William Branch and which is the mother of

his children. According to scholarly works by Cabell[1] and Walne[2], he �rst married

Elizabeth, daughter of John Waltham, on 2 Aug 1553. She died in 1556 or before without

issue. He secondly married Katherine, daughter of Thomas Jennings and Alice Bright,

about 1556 “and by her had eleven children”, four sons and seven daughters. Another

source[3] says her name was Barbara (of same parents). However, the St Helen’s Parish

Record says it was “Katherine, wife of William Braunche” who was buried on 25 Aug

1597[1]p. 93. A reasonable argument[4] has been made that these were two di�erent

women based on the name discrepancy and a 8 or 9 year gap between the last three

children, that Barbara Jennings is the mother of the �rst eight children, and Katherine

(Unknown) the mother of the last three. Even if this argument is accepted, Lionel, the

seventh child, is still the grandson of Thomas Jennings and Alice Bright.

"Richard Branch, of Abingdon died in 1544 leaving as eldest son Thomas Branch, of

London, draper, who, dying in I565 without issue, placed "representation" in William

Branch of Abingdon, the second son. William Branch (born post 1524; died 1602) had, as

eldest son, Thomas Branch, who died in 1603, without surviving issue, and as second

son, Richard Branch, who died ante 1602, without issue, and as third son Lionel Branch,

of London, whose apparently only child Christopher Branch was the "founder" of the

Branch family in Virginia."[5]

Lionel, the third son of William Branch and Catherine Jennings, but the �rst who had

issue, was born on 18 Aug 1566.[1] He married Valentia Sparke on July 8, 1596 at St.

Martin, Ludgate, London, Greater London County, England. They were the parents of:

• Christopher W. Branch (September 02, 1602 - February 21, 1681)

No known carriers of Lionel's DNA have taken a

DNA test.

Editing: Please see Pre-1700 Pro�les.

Private Message: Send a private message to
the Pro�le Manager to keep your comments
private.

Public Comment: Post a comment below if
your message is for anyone who sees this
pro�le. (Limit 20 per day.)

Public Question: Post in the Genealogist-to-
Genealogist ("G2G") Forum to seek help
from the wider community.

ASK A QUESTION

CONNECTION VERIFICATION HELP

RootsSearch for Lionel Branch: conveniently search

20+ genealogy websites. [more info]

First Name   Branch

Name on Watchlist

My WikiTree Branch-51 Add Find Help

Lionel Branch (1568-abt.1605) | WikiTree FREE Family Tree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51

1 of 4 10/31/2024, 7:27 PM

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Pre-1700_Profiles
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Pre-1700_Profiles
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Privacy#Open
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Privacy#Open
https://www.wikitree.com/index.php?title=Special:EditPerson&u=1291190
https://www.wikitree.com/index.php?title=Special:EditPerson&u=1291190
https://www.wikitree.com/index.php?title=Special:EditPerson&u=1291190
https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Branch-Photos-51
https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Branch-Photos-51
https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Branch-Photos-51
https://www.wikitree.com/apps/Branch-51
https://www.wikitree.com/apps/Branch-51
https://www.wikitree.com/apps/Branch-51
https://www.wikitree.com/index.php?title=Special:NetworkFeed&who=Branch-51
https://www.wikitree.com/index.php?title=Special:NetworkFeed&who=Branch-51
https://www.wikitree.com/index.php?title=Special:NetworkFeed&who=Branch-51
https://www.wikitree.com/index.php?title=Special:TrustedList&u=1291190
https://www.wikitree.com/index.php?title=Special:TrustedList&u=1291190
https://www.wikitree.com/index.php?title=Special:TrustedList&u=1291190
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#n
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#n
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#n
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#n
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#matches
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#matches
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#Sources
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#Sources
https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/BRANCH
https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/BRANCH
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Abingdon,%20Berkshire,%20England
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Abingdon,%20Berkshire,%20England
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Braunche-2
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Braunche-2
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Braunche-2
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Jennings-452
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Jennings-452
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Jennings-452
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Jennings-452
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Jennings-452
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Jennings-452
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-880
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-880
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-880
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-881
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-881
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-881
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-747
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-747
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-747
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-882
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-882
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-882
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-878
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-878
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-878
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-883
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-883
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-883
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-748
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-748
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-748
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-885
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-885
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-885
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-886
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-886
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-886
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Sparks-2183
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Sparks-2183
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Sparks-2183
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Sparks-2183
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=St%20Martin%20Ludgate,%20London,%20England
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=St%20Martin%20Ludgate,%20London,%20England
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-50
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-50
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-50
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=London,%20England
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=London,%20England
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Brown-29348
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Brown-29348
https://www.wikitree.com/index.php?title=Special:Relationship&action=calculate&person1Name=Branch-51&person2Name=Brown-29348
https://www.wikitree.com/index.php?title=Special:Relationship&action=calculate&person1Name=Branch-51&person2Name=Brown-29348
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:DNA_Tests
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:DNA_Tests
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Pre-1700_Profiles
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Pre-1700_Profiles
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51#
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/
https://apps.wikitree.com/apps/york1423/rootssearch/?profile=Branch-51
https://apps.wikitree.com/apps/york1423/rootssearch/?profile=Branch-51
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/RootsSearch
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/RootsSearch
https://www.wikitree.com/
https://www.wikitree.com/
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:Home
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:Home
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:Home
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Branch-51
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Adding_to_WikiTree
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Adding_to_WikiTree
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Adding_to_WikiTree
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:SearchPerson
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:SearchPerson
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:SearchPerson
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:WikiTree_Help
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:WikiTree_Help
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:WikiTree_Help


“It is unfortunate that of this member of the family, regrettably little is known. That he

was something of a blacksheep or, more charitably, a prodigal son, is evident from the

terms of his father’s will, in which he is castigated as ‘my unthrifty and disobedient

sonne,’ to whom only a black gown and his father’s best cloak were left.”[2]p. 93

1605 --- THE GENEANET COMMUNITY TREES INDEX

Name: Lionel Branch

Gender: M (Male)

Birth Date: 18 août 1566 (18 Aug 1566)

Birth Place: Abingdon, Berkshire, England, United Kingdom

Death Date: 1 juin 1605 (1 Jun 1605)

Death Place: Ludgate, London (London), London, England, United Kingdom

Father : William Branch

Mother: Katherine Barbara Jennings

Spouse  : Valentia Sparks

Children:

Christopher W Branch

View on Geneanet: https://gw.geneanet.org/jennynryburn2016?

n=branch&oc=&p=lionel

Researcher: Richard Parker

Source Information: Ancestry.com. Geneanet Community Trees Index [database on-

line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2022. --- Original data: Geneanet

Community Trees Index. Paris, France: Geneanet. --- Description: This collection

contains an index of more than 1.5 million family trees accumulated into a single

database. The information in this collection was compiled through Geneanet, a

collaborative genealogy website. Each record in the index includes a link to the

originating family tree on Geneanet. Records from the original site can be viewed in

Dutch, English, French, German, Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese.

1. ↑ 1.0 1.1 1.2 Cabell, James Branch. 1949. Branch of Abingdon: being a partial
account of the ancestry of Christoper Branch of "Arrowhattocks" and
"Kingsland," in Henrico County, and founder of the Branch family in Virginia.
Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah. (https://
dcms.lds.org/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE994134)

2. ↑ 2.0 2.1 Walne, Peter. "Branch of Abingdon: A Revision." The Virginia Magazine
of History and Biography 67, no. 1 (1959): 82-105. http://www.jstor.org/
stable/4246512.

3. ↑ Rylands, W. Harry, Thomas Benolt, William Harvey, Henry Chitting, John
Philipot, William Camden, Elias Ashmole, and Edward Bysshe. 1907. The four
visitations of Bershire made and taken by Thomas Benolte, Clarnceuc, anno
1532; by William Harvey, Clarnceux, anno 1566; by Henry Chiting, Chester
herald, and John Philipott, Rouge dragon, for William Camden, Clarenceux,
anno 1623; and by Elias Ashmole, Windsor herald, for Sir Edward Bysshe,
Clarenceux, anno 1665-66. London: [Mitchell, Hughes and Clarke]. p. 78 (https://
archive.org/stream/fourvisitationso02ryla#page/n187/mode/2up)

4. ↑ Who was mother of the children of William Branch of Abingdon? by John
Glenn Jr., July 07, 2014 on Genealogy.com

5. ↑ The William and Mary Quarterly. William and Mary College.; 1917. p. 60–.

See also:

• Wikidata: Item Q96199934

• England, Boyd's marriage indexes, 1538-1850 Transcription; First name(s)
Leonall; Last name Branch; Marriage year 1596; Spouse's �rst name(s) Valentia;
Spouse's last name Spark; Place London Diocese; Dedication Bishop Ml; County
London, Essex, Hertfordshire, Middlesex; Country England; Source Boyd's 1st
miscellaneous marriage index, 1415-1808; Record set England, Boyd's Marriage
Indexes, 1538-1850; Category Birth, Marriage & Death (Parish Registers);
Subcategory Parish Marriages; Collections from England, United Kingdom;
Repository: Society of Genealogists.

• Craig Hart. A Genealogy of the Wives of the American Presidents and Their First
Two Generations of Descent. McFarland; 4 November 2004. ISBN
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[edit]

978-0-7864-1956-2. p. 240.

• Roberts, Gary Boyd, and Julie Helen Otto. 1989. Ancestors of American
presidents. Santa Clarita, Calif: Published in cooperation with the New England
Historic Genealogical Society, Boston, Massachusetts by C. Boyer, 3rd.

• Find A Grave: Memorial #115522409

• https://www.�ndagrave.com/memorial/176150913/lionel-branch, accessed 24
May 2021

• Familypedia entry for Lionel Branch

• https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LZ6X-391/lionel-branch-
(gent.)-1566-1605, accessed 6 May 2021
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You have Katherine's death as before her son's birth so I am unsure if this is a typo or she is just not the mother of Lionel?

posted Mar 06, 2024 by Lisa (Bailey) Pellegrom

reply flag move to G2G thank Lisa

Branch-51 and Branch-532 appear to represent the same person because: same/similar family, dates and places

posted Nov 30, 2015 by Robin Lee

reply flag move to G2G thank Robin
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Individuals should have one WikiTree pro�le that is shared by all family members. If you �nd matches for Lionel Branch  (Branch-51) merge

them. [more info] [more merging tools  for Lionel Branch]

Pending Merges 

None.

[initiate a merge]

Unmerged Matches 

None.

[add a match]

Rejected Matches 

None.

[reject a match]

This week's connection theme is ! Lionel is 16 degrees from Lon Chaney, 23 degrees from James Aurness, 17 degrees from Ricou

Browning, 26 degrees from Warwick Davis, 24 degrees from Michael J. Fox, 17 degrees from Kevin Hall, 21 degrees from William Pratt, 23

degrees from Elsa Lanchester, 15 degrees from Bela Lugosi, 23 degrees from Maila Nurmi, 17 degrees from Vincent Price and 23 degrees from

Claude Rains on our single family tree. See  or your genealogical relationship with Lionel.
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