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Dicovering Hitor

I am a walker, ometime ike rider, and curiou. On a walk everal week ago, along a
ver nice walking trail near, I found that the trail wa eing extended toward the North.
eing m curiou elf I ventured along the new contruction route to ee where it would go.
Along the wa, a hort ditance pat the eginning of new contruction, I realized that I
wa walking on an old rail roaded. I aked one of the worker what railroad it wa and
wa told it wa from "long ago".

Now, long ago can mean o man thing. I rememer a peron in Greece telling me that a
et of ruin wa "ver old", turn out the were Minoan. Old indeed.

I rememered eeing ome reference to a light rail tem at a local count dipla o I
returned there to take a econd look. Although the dipla piece I rememered wa a
route liting and not a map the piece fit. I had een walking on a portion of the Kana
Cit, Cla Count & t Joeph rail road, or at leat a mall portion that wa eing reued in
thi walking trail expanion.

Interuran Rail Road

I did ome digging on the internet and local lirarie. Again, m curioit wa in full drive. I
did not find a great deal of information at firt. The long and the hort i the Interuran
tor wa hort  hitorical tandard.

 1900 there were thouand of mile of rail line throughout North America. An town of
an ize had at leat a pur line going to another line that linked all the large population
center.  the 1910 one option to travel an ditance wa to walk, ride a hore, ugg
or tage, or go  train. Although the automoile wa jut eginning it' rie, there were no
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hard urface road etween town.

Within the larger citie electric trolle tem had replaced a lot of the hore drawn
vehicle for ma tranit. Man citie created Interuran line to connect near town,
farm and maller citie. Kana Cit wa no exception to thi trend. The Kana Cit Cla
Count & t Joeph (KCCC&T JO) wa opened in 1913. The line ran North from Kana
Cit to North Kana Cit where it plit. One ranch ran to xcelior pring aout 28 mile,
the other ran to t Joeph aout 51 mile.

Thee two route were not jut another trolle line. The road grade, ridge, allat and
track were laid down to team locomotive tandard. The new car ued on thi line were
maive, with four 100 hore power DC lectric Motor, and could reach peed in exce
of 70 mile per hour. In fact thi particular Interuran wa ited a the "World Fatet
Interuran".

When thi line wa conceived and opened the did o with a 200 ear charter in 1913. The
rail road wa cloed and aandoned in 1933. Hard urface road, the automoile, and
eventuall the plane replaced thi earl "Light Rail".

Not to e forgotten, the ke piece of the tor of the KCCC&T Joe wa the completion of
the Armour, wift and urlington ridge over the Miouri River. uilt  Armour Packing
Co, wift and Compan and the Chicago, urlington and Quinc Railroad, thi wa one of
onl two ridge uilt in thi deign. The A ridge had a lower, team freight ridge and
an upper trolle and vehicle, pedetrian ridge. The lower ection raied a a Vertical Lift
Drawridge, while the upper ection remained in place for continuou ue. The Pier for
thi ridge were uilt in 1890, that ridge wa not uilt. However, in 1909 it wa completed
a it now till tand acro the Miouri River. The upper deck wa removed in1987.
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I had found ome hitor and done a little digging (not literal). I egan to e more
oervant on m walk through area that had een right-of-wa for the KCCC&TJ. A I
reviited the new trail contruction ite where I had firt noticed the rail road grade I found
a ection extending outh that eem to e jut a it wa the da the line wa aandoned.
From the interection of the new trail there i aout a mile of old right-of-wa extending
outh. I ventured down thi trail one da and found it to e a nice hike.

The track and tie are long gone ut other evidence remain. The cruhed rock allat
remain, multiple round concrete culvert drain the at ide to the Wet and on a larger
creek a 1/2 circle ingle arch ridge till carrie the road over the tream. In a few place a
low, hand laid rock retaining wall run alongide the road ed. There i alo a concrete
power pole footing on the wet ide of the road ed till tanding after 100 ear.

In thi one mile egment of over 75 mile of rail road one can "ee" a railroad. Looking
eond thi one mall egment one ha to look a little harder. There i evidence ut not for
the caual ee. ometime ou have to get off the trail and look at thing from a different
vantage point.

I am ver pleaed to ee a portion of thi route eing re-ued in the form of walking/ike
trail. I have found a few. ome are due to civic project and ome are private project. All,
in large and mall wa keep thi piece of hitor alive.

In looking for evidence remaining of thi rail road I have gotten a lot of walking in. I will
decrie a few of them here along with the evidence along the wa.

KCCC&J Rail Road Highwa 9 Riveride

In Riveride Miouri a portion of the KCCC&J rail road ha een reued a a walking/ike
trail along the edge of the luff, The NW Platte Road Trail. A the line departed North
Kana Cit heading toward t. Joeph, it firt took an atward turn toward Riveride.
ack in thoe da there wa a racetrack (hore) in Riveride o there wa a top for the
"Riveride Down" on race da and a top in Riveride.

The route of the rail road had to e higher than the flood plain o it naturall ran along
the luff lightl aove the plain. One can find one ingle arch concrete ridge along ide
the highwa near NW riarcliff Parkwa. Alo along ide the trail or jut elow the trail
etween it and the highwa, there are the remain of hand laid tone retaining wall, jut
a few remain ut are evident here and there.
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KCCC&J Rail Road, Line Creek Trail (Riveride)

There i a egment of the Line Creek Trail in Riveride Miouri that goe from NW
Woodland t to t Joe lvd. Thi egment follow the old rail road right-of-wa almot
perfectl, it i a hort trail a far a trail egment go ut hold what I elieve i the crown
jewel of remain of the KCCC&J Rail Road.

I had een down and ack on thi trail once efore on a ike and had noticed the nice
railed ridge over an unnamed triutar of Line Creek. I had not thought much more aout
it other than a a nice feature on that particular route.

In m reearch on the KCCC&J rail road I found reference to thi ridge o I went ack
there on foot. Thi i an amazingl preerved Luten Arch ridge. Quite eautiful in it
contruction and determination to tand all thee ear.

KCCC&J Rail Road Waukomi Rd and North

A far a other remain of thi rail road in the Riveride, Northern Height area there i
not much. The current da Waukomi Dr run north from Riveride. It parallel the old rail
road line jut to the at. Going North on Waukomi Drive there are a few ridge
Autment peeking out of the roadide creek and one well preerved concrete ox
culvert.

I have walked along the road here ut there i ver little houlder to the roadwa and even
the modern tream croing are narrow. I much prefer to travel  foot or ike on the
improved Line Creek Trail on the other ide of the valle.

I pent a morning driving north looking for evidence of the rail road in Platte Count. Thi
wa the route to t Joeph. North at of the Kana Cit International Airport i the mall
town of Ferrelview. Going North out of Ferrelview one can follow N Head Ave which turn
into Interuran Rd. I followed thi route North to Dearorn MO, not a long ditance, ut
the route ue the old Interuran KCCC&J right-of-wa mot of the wa there.

Not far out of Ferrelview i the Todd Creek ridge. After eing aandoned, local farmer
ued the ridge for ear, even laing a deck to facilitate travel over the creek. ventuall
the count uilt a new ridge alongide the old thu preerving it in place. Thi i a it
longer doule Luten Arch deigned ridge. The outh arch howcae a mall waterfall
nicel.

I did not find much ele to photograph on thi hort trip to Dearorn. I did, however, make
ome oervation. The count road that now i Interuran Rd, ha a peed limit of 45
mph. There were a few place where that i eing overl tated, a little rough. ack in the
da thi wa the portion of the KCCC&J where their train reached and exceeded 70 mph.
A little to the Wet i Intertate 29 where our modern vehicle do jut that.
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KCCC&J Rail Road Route to xcelior pring

What aout the other route? The other, horter route ran to xcelior pring, The lm and
pa. During the time of conception and completion of the KCCC&J, the Waah Rail Road
wa delivering 250,000 people annuall to the "pring". A ver popular detination. Alo
in the "Northland", a the local refer to anthing north of the Miouri River, wa
Winnwood each. Thi too, wa a ver popular detination. It wa actuall a dipla in the
Cla Count Annex that highlight Winnwood each that lead me to the KCCC&J.

Remain of the rail road along thi line are alo here and there. ome hidden and ome not
o hidden. The firt large part i a ingle large Luten Arch deigned ridge till tanding in
Avondale, Miouri. The ridge it along ide N xcelior t croing Rock Creek. Thi can
e een from the xcelior t croing ver well. The line ran along a hill and road grade a
it to the North then croed an exiting team locomotive line on a tretle to curve to the
N lightl and re-croing Rock Creek. The Tretle Autment can e een ehind a local
houe and the Tretle footing till remain in the creek. From what I've read, the Avondale
Tretle wa an amazing ite to ee, ut, little remain toda.

Going north from Avondale the route topped at Mocow then Cheauteau and Winnwood
each. Although there i the Winnwood kating rink and Winn Rd, the reminder of the
Roaring 20' era attraction are long gone. A Target tore it where the oardwalk ma
have een, A McDonald' where the larger lake wa. Intertate 35 cover the old rail road
grade. Throughout thi area the ign of the old rail road are vague at et. arn t
eem to have een part of the road grade. There i actuall a houe off of arn that i
uilt around one of the old rail road car.

One ha to go to Liert Miouri to find the next evidence of thi line.

KCCC&J Wetoro Canterur Greenwa Liert

Reue of the KCCC&J Rail Road in Liert come in the form of the Wetoro Canterur
Greenwa walking trail. Here the have ued the old road grade for a flat walking trail of
aout a mile in length. With a few ranche and ue of a tream ide trail, the end to end
and ack walk i a little over 3 mile.

Along the actual road ed there can till e een hand laid rock retaining wall along a
portion of the north ide. One of ver few remaining power pole footing lie alongide the
trail, and, where the trail croe a mall tream, we find one of the claic ingle arch
ridge till holding up the road ed.

The route of the Rail Road continued at and North into Liert where the tation ued to
e at the corner of Mill and Leonard treet. ack to the outh and Wet to Clacomo,
houing development and a large Ford Factor cover the old route. Vague trace can e
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found acro the field and wood in etween. A careful look at Google Map can often
reveal trace that the Rail Road left acro the land.

KCCC&J Martha Lafite Thompon Natural
anctuar/Ruh Creek Conervation Area

Jut to the at of Liert lie thi Private - Open to the Pulic, anctuar and
Conervation Area. It too, hold evidence of the old Rail Road. A portion of the walking
trail utilize the old road ed. A ingle concrete power pole footing can e found along
ide a portion of that trail. The trail are ver well maintained and the area proved to
proved me a great place to take a walk.

The area alo ha a contender for one of the et preerved ridge. It i alo unique in
that, of all the ridge along thi rail road, thi one ha a name emoed on the ide. In
the late 1800 and earl 1900 Hugh J McGowan wa a mover and haker in the traction
rail road indutr, not in Miouri ut ack at in Indiana. He actuall died in 1911 while
thi rail road wa eing contructed. Thi particular ridge and the area urrounding it
wa part of hi famil hometead, though. It eem the uilder ma have placed the
name on thi one ridge in triute to a dnamic force in the Interuran indutr.

Interuran Rail

KCCC&J North at to xcelior pring

tate Highwa H will take the intereted driver from Liert to xcelior pring. It i a
countr road and doe a little winding and curving acro the count. It alo, omewhat
follow the old KCCC&J route. The drive to xcelior pring along thi route will impre
on the driver and paenger the "rolling hill" image of Wetern Miouri.

Jut a hort ditance pat the interection with Highwa  one can find what ome have
decried a an "uuran prett" ridge. etween two propertie lie a large ingle arch
ridge. The land owner ha enhanced the etting with prairie gra and a hort trail. I
poke riefl with the owner having topped to ak where I could find the ridge. he
eemed more than happ to have omeone how interet. I elieve the term uuran
prett doe thi one jutice.

Another hort ditance along Highwa H there are two oppoed concrete power pole
footing jut off the ide of the road. Looking to the North at ou can ee where the old
rail road ed cut acro lawn and field. It help a little that the landowner ha a few
old railroad croing ign on the propert.
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Tracing the route of the KCCC&J on a atellite view of the area it i clear that Highwa H
and the KCCC&J part wa at the point where the pole footing are. The old rail road cut
acro farm and field toward the town of Mo. The highwa meander to the at and
doe not reconnect with the rail road until North of Pratherville.

That i not to a that ou cannot find more evidence of the old rail road here. While
paing on Highwa H ou can ee the top of an old rick uilding jut over a hill. A
countr lane goe north from Highwa H, next to which i a complete DC Power Generating
Plant. No one wa home when I dicovered thi ut m reearch tell me that it till
contain all of the Generating equipment.

In Mo there are two example of Luten deigned Arch ridge. One, coming into town
from the Wet i actuall till ued a a vehicular ridge. Main treet croe the Fihing
River on a Triple Arch ridge. at of Mo on 124th treet i an aandoned doule arch
ridge croing William Creek to the outh of the more modern (lightl) ridge ued 
124th treet.

nd of the Line/Concluion

The end of the line on thi route wa xcelior pring and, of coure, The lm. Highwa H
run along the old rail road cut for a little wa again toward xcelior pring. Again,
one can ee from a atellite photo where the old road ed diverge and croe a field or
two efore leading into xcelior pring.

I uppoe the primar concluion I can make from m journe here i that m curioit
lead me in man direction. I enjo earching and finding the tpe of information and
location lited herein. Along the wa I have een a few thing and read a few thing that
will proal lead me in ome other direction to other earche.

I made reference to Luten Arch Deign everal time in thi article. David  Luten 1869-1946
wa a ridge deigner of the earl 20th centur. He ultimatel held 30 patent for concrete
arch ridge deign.  hi count he deigned 17,000 ridge uing hi patented deign
 1919. Man if not all of the ridge emploed  the Kana Cit Cla Count & t
Joeph Rail Road were of hi deign.

A for reference, I relied on the internet for the eginning earch into thi piece. There i
information there. At one point I took a walk around Liert town quare in a vague earch
for a hitorical ource. Not finding the local Hitorical Mueum open I went into the Cla
Count Courthoue to ak aout archive. A ver nice lad in the real etate office directed
me to the Cla Count Archive and Hitorical Lirar where I found quite a lot of
information. I even joined that eteemed organization pending future earche.

I wa not ale to find all of the remain of the KCCC&J Rail Road, that I found mention of
in everal reource. I will continue to earch. I'm ure that I will make future find that ma
require update to thi article.
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Another conideration that I have i the pat decade talk of ring Light Rail to Kana
Cit. Nearl each local vote include a meaure to egin contruction of a Light Rail tem
in Kana Cit. I don't know how man of our current voter realize how not-new thi idea
i. We have come full circle, I elieve. The automoile and hard urface road put the
Interuran out of uine 80 ear ago. The automoile, it' cot to operate and
congetion due to it' commonalit have tarted people looking to efficient ma tranit
again.

Walking/ike Trail/Road Aociated with thi
Article

Line Creek Trail - Riveride, MO / Kana Cit MO, Platte CO

NW Platte Road Trail - Riveride, MO, Platte CO

Head Ave/Interuran Rd - Ferrelview, MO to Dearorn, MO, Platte CO

Wetoro Canterur Greenwa - Liert, MO, Cla CO

Martha Lafitte Thompon Natural anctuar - Liert, MO, Cla CO

Ruh Creek Conervation Area - Liert, MO, Cla CO

Hw H - Liert, MO to xcelior pring, MO, Cla CO

Main t - Mo, MO, Cla CO

N 124Th t - Mo, MO, Cla CO

The lm - xcelior pring, MO, Cla CO

Comment

David Johnon on Ma 02, 2015:

Great article! M on and I rode the Line Creek Trail north of Vivion Road recentl, and it i
a great trail, ecluded from an motor traffic. Thank goodne for the old interuran
railroad ed.
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Related Article

Pleae note a tpo in the ection regarding Hw. 9 coming out of North K.C. The route took
a WTWARD, not eatward, turn into Riveride.

Valene from Miouri on Januar 27, 2014:

Ver intereting, I live in Kana Cit and did not know aout all thi!

jlai1122@aol (author) from Kana Cit, Miouri, UA on Novemer 03, 2013:

Thank ou DD.. earching and Learning wa fun and the walking i great. I'm looking for
a imilar project to tart oon.

Devika Primić from Durovnik, Croatia on Novemer 03, 2013:

Kana Cit, Cla Count & t. Joeph Rail Road aweome photo and an educational hu
o much to learn aout the hitor of Kana Cit Rail Road, a explained and thi i a
ueful hu
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