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Dicovering Hitor

I am a walker, ometime ike rider, and curiou. On a walk everal week ago, along a
ver nice walking trail near, I found that the trail wa eing extended toward the North.
eing m curiou elf I ventured along the new contruction route to ee where it would go.
Along the wa, a hort ditance pat the eginning of new contruction, I realized that I
wa walking on an old rail roaded. I aked one of the worker what railroad it wa and
wa told it wa from "long ago".

Now, long ago can mean o man thing. I rememer a peron in Greece telling me that a
et of ruin wa "ver old", turn out the were Minoan. Old indeed.

I rememered eeing ome reference to a light rail tem at a local count dipla o I
returned there to take a econd look. Although the dipla piece I rememered wa a
route liting and not a map the piece fit. I had een walking on a portion of the Kana
Cit, Cla Count & t Joeph rail road, or at leat a mall portion that wa eing reued in
thi walking trail expanion.

Interuran Rail Road

I did ome digging on the internet and local lirarie. Again, m curioit wa in full drive. I
did not find a great deal of information at firt. The long and the hort i the Interuran
tor wa hort  hitorical tandard.

 1900 there were thouand of mile of rail line throughout North America. An town of
an ize had at leat a pur line going to another line that linked all the large population
center.  the 1910 one option to travel an ditance wa to walk, ride a hore, ugg
or tage, or go  train. Although the automoile wa jut eginning it' rie, there were no
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hard urface road etween town.

Within the larger citie electric trolle tem had replaced a lot of the hore drawn
vehicle for ma tranit. Man citie created Interuran line to connect near town,
farm and maller citie. Kana Cit wa no exception to thi trend. The Kana Cit Cla
Count & t Joeph (KCCC&T JO) wa opened in 1913. The line ran North from Kana
Cit to North Kana Cit where it plit. One ranch ran to xcelior pring aout 28 mile,
the other ran to t Joeph aout 51 mile.

Thee two route were not jut another trolle line. The road grade, ridge, allat and
track were laid down to team locomotive tandard. The new car ued on thi line were
maive, with four 100 hore power DC lectric Motor, and could reach peed in exce
of 70 mile per hour. In fact thi particular Interuran wa ited a the "World Fatet
Interuran".

When thi line wa conceived and opened the did o with a 200 ear charter in 1913. The
rail road wa cloed and aandoned in 1933. Hard urface road, the automoile, and
eventuall the plane replaced thi earl "Light Rail".

Not to e forgotten, the ke piece of the tor of the KCCC&T Joe wa the completion of
the Armour, wift and urlington ridge over the Miouri River. uilt  Armour Packing
Co, wift and Compan and the Chicago, urlington and Quinc Railroad, thi wa one of
onl two ridge uilt in thi deign. The A ridge had a lower, team freight ridge and
an upper trolle and vehicle, pedetrian ridge. The lower ection raied a a Vertical Lift
Drawridge, while the upper ection remained in place for continuou ue. The Pier for
thi ridge were uilt in 1890, that ridge wa not uilt. However, in 1909 it wa completed
a it now till tand acro the Miouri River. The upper deck wa removed in1987.
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I had found ome hitor and done a little digging (not literal). I egan to e more
oervant on m walk through area that had een right-of-wa for the KCCC&TJ. A I
reviited the new trail contruction ite where I had firt noticed the rail road grade I found
a ection extending outh that eem to e jut a it wa the da the line wa aandoned.
From the interection of the new trail there i aout a mile of old right-of-wa extending
outh. I ventured down thi trail one da and found it to e a nice hike.

The track and tie are long gone ut other evidence remain. The cruhed rock allat
remain, multiple round concrete culvert drain the at ide to the Wet and on a larger
creek a 1/2 circle ingle arch ridge till carrie the road over the tream. In a few place a
low, hand laid rock retaining wall run alongide the road ed. There i alo a concrete
power pole footing on the wet ide of the road ed till tanding after 100 ear.

In thi one mile egment of over 75 mile of rail road one can "ee" a railroad. Looking
eond thi one mall egment one ha to look a little harder. There i evidence ut not for
the caual ee. ometime ou have to get off the trail and look at thing from a different
vantage point.

I am ver pleaed to ee a portion of thi route eing re-ued in the form of walking/ike
trail. I have found a few. ome are due to civic project and ome are private project. All,
in large and mall wa keep thi piece of hitor alive.

In looking for evidence remaining of thi rail road I have gotten a lot of walking in. I will
decrie a few of them here along with the evidence along the wa.

KCCC&J Rail Road Highwa 9 Riveride

In Riveride Miouri a portion of the KCCC&J rail road ha een reued a a walking/ike
trail along the edge of the luff, The NW Platte Road Trail. A the line departed North
Kana Cit heading toward t. Joeph, it firt took an atward turn toward Riveride.
ack in thoe da there wa a racetrack (hore) in Riveride o there wa a top for the
"Riveride Down" on race da and a top in Riveride.

The route of the rail road had to e higher than the flood plain o it naturall ran along
the luff lightl aove the plain. One can find one ingle arch concrete ridge along ide
the highwa near NW riarcliff Parkwa. Alo along ide the trail or jut elow the trail
etween it and the highwa, there are the remain of hand laid tone retaining wall, jut
a few remain ut are evident here and there.
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KCCC&J Rail Road, Line Creek Trail (Riveride)

There i a egment of the Line Creek Trail in Riveride Miouri that goe from NW
Woodland t to t Joe lvd. Thi egment follow the old rail road right-of-wa almot
perfectl, it i a hort trail a far a trail egment go ut hold what I elieve i the crown
jewel of remain of the KCCC&J Rail Road.

I had een down and ack on thi trail once efore on a ike and had noticed the nice
railed ridge over an unnamed triutar of Line Creek. I had not thought much more aout
it other than a a nice feature on that particular route.

In m reearch on the KCCC&J rail road I found reference to thi ridge o I went ack
there on foot. Thi i an amazingl preerved Luten Arch ridge. Quite eautiful in it
contruction and determination to tand all thee ear.

KCCC&J Rail Road Waukomi Rd and North

A far a other remain of thi rail road in the Riveride, Northern Height area there i
not much. The current da Waukomi Dr run north from Riveride. It parallel the old rail
road line jut to the at. Going North on Waukomi Drive there are a few ridge
Autment peeking out of the roadide creek and one well preerved concrete ox
culvert.

I have walked along the road here ut there i ver little houlder to the roadwa and even
the modern tream croing are narrow. I much prefer to travel  foot or ike on the
improved Line Creek Trail on the other ide of the valle.

I pent a morning driving north looking for evidence of the rail road in Platte Count. Thi
wa the route to t Joeph. North at of the Kana Cit International Airport i the mall
town of Ferrelview. Going North out of Ferrelview one can follow N Head Ave which turn
into Interuran Rd. I followed thi route North to Dearorn MO, not a long ditance, ut
the route ue the old Interuran KCCC&J right-of-wa mot of the wa there.

Not far out of Ferrelview i the Todd Creek ridge. After eing aandoned, local farmer
ued the ridge for ear, even laing a deck to facilitate travel over the creek. ventuall
the count uilt a new ridge alongide the old thu preerving it in place. Thi i a it
longer doule Luten Arch deigned ridge. The outh arch howcae a mall waterfall
nicel.

I did not find much ele to photograph on thi hort trip to Dearorn. I did, however, make
ome oervation. The count road that now i Interuran Rd, ha a peed limit of 45
mph. There were a few place where that i eing overl tated, a little rough. ack in the
da thi wa the portion of the KCCC&J where their train reached and exceeded 70 mph.
A little to the Wet i Intertate 29 where our modern vehicle do jut that.
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KCCC&J Rail Road Route to xcelior pring

What aout the other route? The other, horter route ran to xcelior pring, The lm and
pa. During the time of conception and completion of the KCCC&J, the Waah Rail Road
wa delivering 250,000 people annuall to the "pring". A ver popular detination. Alo
in the "Northland", a the local refer to anthing north of the Miouri River, wa
Winnwood each. Thi too, wa a ver popular detination. It wa actuall a dipla in the
Cla Count Annex that highlight Winnwood each that lead me to the KCCC&J.

Remain of the rail road along thi line are alo here and there. ome hidden and ome not
o hidden. The firt large part i a ingle large Luten Arch deigned ridge till tanding in
Avondale, Miouri. The ridge it along ide N xcelior t croing Rock Creek. Thi can
e een from the xcelior t croing ver well. The line ran along a hill and road grade a
it to the North then croed an exiting team locomotive line on a tretle to curve to the
N lightl and re-croing Rock Creek. The Tretle Autment can e een ehind a local
houe and the Tretle footing till remain in the creek. From what I've read, the Avondale
Tretle wa an amazing ite to ee, ut, little remain toda.

Going north from Avondale the route topped at Mocow then Cheauteau and Winnwood
each. Although there i the Winnwood kating rink and Winn Rd, the reminder of the
Roaring 20' era attraction are long gone. A Target tore it where the oardwalk ma
have een, A McDonald' where the larger lake wa. Intertate 35 cover the old rail road
grade. Throughout thi area the ign of the old rail road are vague at et. arn t
eem to have een part of the road grade. There i actuall a houe off of arn that i
uilt around one of the old rail road car.

One ha to go to Liert Miouri to find the next evidence of thi line.

KCCC&J Wetoro Canterur Greenwa Liert

Reue of the KCCC&J Rail Road in Liert come in the form of the Wetoro Canterur
Greenwa walking trail. Here the have ued the old road grade for a flat walking trail of
aout a mile in length. With a few ranche and ue of a tream ide trail, the end to end
and ack walk i a little over 3 mile.

Along the actual road ed there can till e een hand laid rock retaining wall along a
portion of the north ide. One of ver few remaining power pole footing lie alongide the
trail, and, where the trail croe a mall tream, we find one of the claic ingle arch
ridge till holding up the road ed.

The route of the Rail Road continued at and North into Liert where the tation ued to
e at the corner of Mill and Leonard treet. ack to the outh and Wet to Clacomo,
houing development and a large Ford Factor cover the old route. Vague trace can e
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found acro the field and wood in etween. A careful look at Google Map can often
reveal trace that the Rail Road left acro the land.

KCCC&J Martha Lafite Thompon Natural
anctuar/Ruh Creek Conervation Area

Jut to the at of Liert lie thi Private - Open to the Pulic, anctuar and
Conervation Area. It too, hold evidence of the old Rail Road. A portion of the walking
trail utilize the old road ed. A ingle concrete power pole footing can e found along
ide a portion of that trail. The trail are ver well maintained and the area proved to
proved me a great place to take a walk.

The area alo ha a contender for one of the et preerved ridge. It i alo unique in
that, of all the ridge along thi rail road, thi one ha a name emoed on the ide. In
the late 1800 and earl 1900 Hugh J McGowan wa a mover and haker in the traction
rail road indutr, not in Miouri ut ack at in Indiana. He actuall died in 1911 while
thi rail road wa eing contructed. Thi particular ridge and the area urrounding it
wa part of hi famil hometead, though. It eem the uilder ma have placed the
name on thi one ridge in triute to a dnamic force in the Interuran indutr.

Interuran Rail

KCCC&J North at to xcelior pring

tate Highwa H will take the intereted driver from Liert to xcelior pring. It i a
countr road and doe a little winding and curving acro the count. It alo, omewhat
follow the old KCCC&J route. The drive to xcelior pring along thi route will impre
on the driver and paenger the "rolling hill" image of Wetern Miouri.

Jut a hort ditance pat the interection with Highwa  one can find what ome have
decried a an "uuran prett" ridge. etween two propertie lie a large ingle arch
ridge. The land owner ha enhanced the etting with prairie gra and a hort trail. I
poke riefl with the owner having topped to ak where I could find the ridge. he
eemed more than happ to have omeone how interet. I elieve the term uuran
prett doe thi one jutice.

Another hort ditance along Highwa H there are two oppoed concrete power pole
footing jut off the ide of the road. Looking to the North at ou can ee where the old
rail road ed cut acro lawn and field. It help a little that the landowner ha a few
old railroad croing ign on the propert.
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Tracing the route of the KCCC&J on a atellite view of the area it i clear that Highwa H
and the KCCC&J part wa at the point where the pole footing are. The old rail road cut
acro farm and field toward the town of Mo. The highwa meander to the at and
doe not reconnect with the rail road until North of Pratherville.

That i not to a that ou cannot find more evidence of the old rail road here. While
paing on Highwa H ou can ee the top of an old rick uilding jut over a hill. A
countr lane goe north from Highwa H, next to which i a complete DC Power Generating
Plant. No one wa home when I dicovered thi ut m reearch tell me that it till
contain all of the Generating equipment.

In Mo there are two example of Luten deigned Arch ridge. One, coming into town
from the Wet i actuall till ued a a vehicular ridge. Main treet croe the Fihing
River on a Triple Arch ridge. at of Mo on 124th treet i an aandoned doule arch
ridge croing William Creek to the outh of the more modern (lightl) ridge ued 
124th treet.

nd of the Line/Concluion

The end of the line on thi route wa xcelior pring and, of coure, The lm. Highwa H
run along the old rail road cut for a little wa again toward xcelior pring. Again,
one can ee from a atellite photo where the old road ed diverge and croe a field or
two efore leading into xcelior pring.

I uppoe the primar concluion I can make from m journe here i that m curioit
lead me in man direction. I enjo earching and finding the tpe of information and
location lited herein. Along the wa I have een a few thing and read a few thing that
will proal lead me in ome other direction to other earche.

I made reference to Luten Arch Deign everal time in thi article. David  Luten 1869-1946
wa a ridge deigner of the earl 20th centur. He ultimatel held 30 patent for concrete
arch ridge deign.  hi count he deigned 17,000 ridge uing hi patented deign
 1919. Man if not all of the ridge emploed  the Kana Cit Cla Count & t
Joeph Rail Road were of hi deign.

A for reference, I relied on the internet for the eginning earch into thi piece. There i
information there. At one point I took a walk around Liert town quare in a vague earch
for a hitorical ource. Not finding the local Hitorical Mueum open I went into the Cla
Count Courthoue to ak aout archive. A ver nice lad in the real etate office directed
me to the Cla Count Archive and Hitorical Lirar where I found quite a lot of
information. I even joined that eteemed organization pending future earche.

I wa not ale to find all of the remain of the KCCC&J Rail Road, that I found mention of
in everal reource. I will continue to earch. I'm ure that I will make future find that ma
require update to thi article.
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Another conideration that I have i the pat decade talk of ring Light Rail to Kana
Cit. Nearl each local vote include a meaure to egin contruction of a Light Rail tem
in Kana Cit. I don't know how man of our current voter realize how not-new thi idea
i. We have come full circle, I elieve. The automoile and hard urface road put the
Interuran out of uine 80 ear ago. The automoile, it' cot to operate and
congetion due to it' commonalit have tarted people looking to efficient ma tranit
again.

Walking/ike Trail/Road Aociated with thi
Article

Line Creek Trail - Riveride, MO / Kana Cit MO, Platte CO

NW Platte Road Trail - Riveride, MO, Platte CO

Head Ave/Interuran Rd - Ferrelview, MO to Dearorn, MO, Platte CO

Wetoro Canterur Greenwa - Liert, MO, Cla CO

Martha Lafitte Thompon Natural anctuar - Liert, MO, Cla CO

Ruh Creek Conervation Area - Liert, MO, Cla CO

Hw H - Liert, MO to xcelior pring, MO, Cla CO

Main t - Mo, MO, Cla CO

N 124Th t - Mo, MO, Cla CO

The lm - xcelior pring, MO, Cla CO

Comment

David Johnon on Ma 02, 2015:

Great article! M on and I rode the Line Creek Trail north of Vivion Road recentl, and it i
a great trail, ecluded from an motor traffic. Thank goodne for the old interuran
railroad ed.
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Related Article

Pleae note a tpo in the ection regarding Hw. 9 coming out of North K.C. The route took
a WTWARD, not eatward, turn into Riveride.

Valene from Miouri on Januar 27, 2014:

Ver intereting, I live in Kana Cit and did not know aout all thi!

jlai1122@aol (author) from Kana Cit, Miouri, UA on Novemer 03, 2013:

Thank ou DD.. earching and Learning wa fun and the walking i great. I'm looking for
a imilar project to tart oon.

Devika Primić from Durovnik, Croatia on Novemer 03, 2013:

Kana Cit, Cla Count & t. Joeph Rail Road aweome photo and an educational hu
o much to learn aout the hitor of Kana Cit Rail Road, a explained and thi i a
ueful hu
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