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Jane Smith, daughter of John Smith, was christened 29 October 1650 in Wilsford,

Wiltshire, England.[1] She married her �rst husband, George Chandler, 3 May 1669 in

Wilsford.[2] George died at sea 13 December 1687[3]

When she arrived in Pennsylvania, newly widowed, the immediate needs of herself and

her eight children were paramount to any grieving that she surely had. Much had to be

done, and the �rst order of business was to �nd some sort of accommodation.

It is noted in many places that she and the family took up shelter in a cave. This brings to

mind some dark, damp, rocky prominence and some cavern in which they huddled. In

fact, this seemingly outlandish piece of information is easily accepted once the facts are

understood. They were not the only family living in a cave.

Along the banks of the Delaware river, many earlier settlers had made temporary shelter

by excavating into the high riverbank there at the spot that was becoming Philadelphia.

There is a substantial amount of documentation regarding them. They were on property

owned by William Penn. He allowed them to be used for three years by the occupants,

and then their possession was turned over to him.

He had great incentive to help these people, since it was from him that they would all

purchase lands. So the caves stood there for quite some time. There was a succession of

occupants, and each one made some little improvements towards comfort and coziness.

One can imagine that after �ve years from their original excavation, and about the time

that Jane Chandler and her brood inhabited them; that they were taking on the look and

feel of one of Tolkien's 'hobbit holes'.

The accompanying illustration to this pro�le is an example of one of these 'caves'. So this

part of the story is undoubtedly true. Jane was one of many settler's who arrived down

on their luck, and o�ered a brief respite in one of these temporary underground houses.

It may be possible to con�rm family relationships. It

is likely that these autosomal DNA test-takers will

share some percentage of DNA with Jane:
~0.39% Robert Trimble  : AncestryDNA,
GEDmatch MW6023681 [compare], Ancestry
member ttimbers1961 [test details]

~0.39% Syd Rumford  : Family Tree DNA
Family Finder, FTDNA kit #208991 [test

details]

~0.39% Samuel Barnes  : Family Tree
DNA Family Finder, GEDmatch T587116
[compare] [test details]
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[edit]

Family traditions written down by her great grandchildren mention how kindly they were

treated by the local Indians, who went so far as to bring them venison and other food. To

a small child, this certainly presented a nice picture; but in fact there was a well

established trade already in existence, and the Indians were already in the habit of

selling food to the cave dwellers.

We are amongst the English, which sent us both venison and new milk, and the Indians
brought venison to our door for six pence ye quarter A contemporaneous account of the
same settlers says that "they were in their necessities supplied by the natives with
venison and wild fowl.

Jane Chandler married within the year of George's death, Mr. William Hawkes. They were

married by September of 1688. He also did not live long, and made his will by 1694.

Jane married a third time to James Bayliss by October 10, 1695, as she is that day named

as his wife in court documents. With Mr. Bayliss Jane found at last a long marriage, and

was widowed at his death in 1717. She was nearing seventy years old and the

administration of his estate is the last o�cial record of her life. They were living in

Philadelphia at the time of his death. She later lived with one of her daughters and

passed away some time after this.

1. ↑ "England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975", database, FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JSRK-F44 : 5 February 2023), Jane
Smith, 1650.

2. ↑ "England Marriages, 1538–1973", database, FamilySearch (https://
familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NVDF-QXY : 24 February 2022), Jane Smith in
entry for George Chandler, 1669.

3. ↑ George Chandler Jr. (1671-1714).

A Record of the Descendants of George and Jane Chandler Who Emigrated to PA from

Wiltshire, England In 1687, pp 27-30, https://ia902200.us.archive.org/21/items/

DescOfGeorgeAndJaneChandlerWhoEmigratedToPennsylvaniaFromWiltshireEnglandIn16

87/

Desc%20of%20George%20and%20Jane%20Chandler%20who%20emigrated%20to%20Pe

nnsylvania%20from%20Wiltshire%2C%20England%20in%201687.pdf

• "Pennsylvania, Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Births and Baptisms,
1520-1999", database, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/
ark:/61903/1:1:6CT5-LBF8 : Thu Jul 20 22:58:47 UTC 2023), Entry for Swithin
Chandler and George Chandler, 24 Jun 1674.
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RootsSearch for Jane (Smith) Bayliss: conveniently

search 20+ genealogy websites. [more info]

[top]Leave a message for others who see this pro�le. 

There are no comments yet.
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Individuals should have one WikiTree pro�le that is shared by all family members. If you �nd matches for Jane Bayliss  (Smith-65985) merge

them. [more info] [more merging tools  for Jane Bayliss]

Pending Merges 

None.

[initiate a merge]

Unmerged Matches 

None.

[add a match]

Rejected Matches 

None.
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