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The 1728 "William Strong Prayer Book" 

Introduction 

In 1728, that being the second year ofthe reign of King George II of Great Britain, the king 
commissioned a reprint ofthe 1662 standard edition ofthe Book of Common Prayer ofthe Church of 
England. The 1662 edition, for the most part, is still "intact" in its original form and content as used 
today by the Church of England. King George II took advantage ofthe opportunity as king, because he 
could and was wont to do so, by inserting his own legacy at the end ofthe Book. 

In the absence ofthe original cover ofthe "William M. Strong Prayer Book," and also being unable to 
secure a facsimile ofthe 1728 edition, I have used an image ofa 1762 edition, as displayed above, to 
show what the 1728 edition may have looked like. 

In December 1744, William M. Strong, then of Hanover County, Virginia, later resident of Pittsylvania 
County, Virginia, residing in and being a member in good standing ofthe Parish of St. Paul's of 
Hanover, purchased a 1728 Book of Common Prayer. Strong wrote, "William Strong his book bought 
O- in the year of our Lord and Saviour 1744." The original Book of Common Prayer, as printed and 
reproduced herein, is not much larger than a pocket New Testament with Psalms and Proverbs, a book to 
which we today might be accustomed. Although the original covers ofthe Strong Prayer Book are 
missing, the remaining portion was re-bound in Alabama in the 1960's. Its original size is roughly 3" x 
5-1/8" when closed, or 6" across by 5-1/2" as bound and lying open. The digital reproduction of this 
invaluable book is presented at one hundred percent of its size. 

William M. Strong made various notes and meaningless scribbles in the book (as if practicing writing 
his name "W M Strong," or "W M"), and also the names of his 7 children, born between 10 December 
1732 and 7 March 1746, to a mother whose surname is believed to "Cape." In the late-1740's, our 
William M. Strong of St. Paul's Parish was accorded the honor by his church to be a caregiver for one 
William Cape through their common affiliation with the Parish church. The records reflect that William 
Cape died in the year 1747. In 1759 the Parish records note that William Strong was given financial 
assistance in the burial of his unnamed wife. There is recorded a birth of one James Cape, 25 April 1726, 
in the William M. Strong Prayer Book who appears to be the son of William M. Strong's wife, either 
from a prior marriage (unlikely) or by an illegitimate birth. 

™-s**&__H________£_^ 

/ f a y r i - f f ^ ^ y i - y J*~4 

fc^^m&ti ._£ 
#//>*--# r^^, 

«S>'~** 

l(actual size) 

It is my belief that upon the 8 October 1751 marriage of Mary Strong (1732-1797), to Edward Colley 
(1730-1798), Mary being the eldest recorded child of William M. Strong, the Prayer Book was made a 
wedding gift to them by William. From the date of Edward and Mary's marriage entry there were no 
others ofthe Strong surname. From that time forward, only the names ofthe twenty children of Edward 
and Mary were recorded, followed by the death entry for Edward Colley, 30 April 1798, excepting the 
abovementioned birth entry of James Cape. 
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Mary Strong (Colley), daughter of William M. Strong died, according to family tradition, in the year 
1797, and is buried beside her husband in the Colley Family Graveyard on the Olde Colley Farm in 
Chase City, Virginia. Strangely enough, although Mary's birth and marriage dates are recorded, there is 
no entry for her death. 

There are entries for the births of sons to unwed mothers Agnes (Sherrod Goode Colley) and Sarah 
Colley (Joel Colley), both of whom are daughters of Edward and Mary. Then, there is the marriage entry 
for Elizabeth Colley (the 19th of 20 children born to Edward and Mary) to Jeremiah Bishop, 8 February 
1802, after which all the remaining entries are ofthe Bishop line. It is interesting to note that a male 
child of Elizabeth Colley and Jeremiah Bishop was named Jeremiah Goode Bishop. 

It is inferred by subsequent Prayer Book entries that upon the death of Mary Strong in 1797, and of 
Edward Colley in 1798, the Prayer Book passed into the hands of Elizabeth Colley, later Elizabeth 
Colley Bishop. The "William M. Strong Prayer Book" remained in the Bishop family continuously from 
1798 until December 2007, a span of 209 years. The chain of ownership of this Prayer Book was 
inscribed by descendant Virginia Wallis Newby (Williams) inside the back cover ofthe book at the time 
she had it rebound by one "Wm. M. Roberts" in the 1960's. The whereabouts ofthe original cover and 
the first several pages, which would have included a table of contents and a lengthy introduction as to its 
purpose and use, is unknown. They have not survived. 

There are today, known personally by me, direct descendants of William M. Strong, through his 
daughter Mary Strong of Hanover County, Virginia, who married Edward Colley of Norfolk County, 
Virginia, and who settled in Mecklenburg County, Virginia, through the lines of descent of only three 
children out of twenty known born to Edward and Mary. 

Those three are: (1) John W. Colley, eldest child, who fought in the Revolutionary War, married Sarah 
France, and who settled his family in Wilkes County, Georgia; (2) Sarah Colley, second eldest child, 
who, after giving birth to son Joel Colley, married John Jones and settled her family in the mountains of 
Rutherford County, North Carolina during the Revolutionary period; and (3) Elizabeth Colley, 
nineteenth child, who married Jeremiah Bishop and relocated her family to first to Montgomery County, 
then to Talladega County, Alabama. 

On 27 December 2007, Mr. William B. Newby of Killen, Alabama, who had inherited the Book from 
his mother Virginia Wallis Newby (Williams) ofthe Colley-Bishop line, made a generous, unselfish gift 
of this marvelous Strong-Colley family heirloom to me, Marshall L. Styles of Simpsonville, South 
Carolina. Mr. Newby is a 5th great grandson of William M. Strong. I am the 7th great grandson of 
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William M. Strong, and proud to have inherited the William M. Strong Book of Common Prayer ofthe 
Church of England for safekeeping. 
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Inscriptions in the William M. Strong Prayer Book, in the order of their appearance, not necessarily in 
the date order of their occurrence: 

William Strong his book bought o Robert Johnson in the year of our Lord and Saviour 1744 

Mary Strong was born the 10 day of Deem 1732 
John Strong was born the 2nd day of Novm 1734 
William Strong was born the 10th day of March 1736 at 6 o'clock 
Thomas Strong was born the 16th day of Deem 1739 
Sary Strong was born the 24th day of July 1741 
Elizabeth Strong was born the 21 of July 1744 
James Strong was born March the 7th 1746 

Edward Colley and Mary his wife was married October ye 8 1751 
Sherrod Colley was born Novm the 28th 1790 
Joel Colley was born Deem 11 1779 [note second entry below to correct date, his is son of Sarah] 
Edward Colley departed this life April the 28th 1798 

John Colley was born in the year of our Lord 1752 September ye 13th 

Sarah Colley was born Sept ye 18th 1753 
Usley Colley was born February the 3d 1755 
William Colley was born March ye 2d 1756 
Daniel and Joel Colley was born March ye 6th 1757 
Mary Colley was born the 7th Novr 1758 

Anna Colley was born Novm the 26th 1759 
Agnes Colley was born Febu the 24th 1761 
Edward Colley was born August ye 2d 1762 
James Colley was born September ye 17 1763 
Samuel Colley was born ye 5th of December 1764 
Jane Colley was born August ye 1st 1766 

Susana Colley was born Novm ye 29th 1767 
Thomas Colley was born Deem ye 28th 1768 
Charles Colley was born May ye 1st 1770 
Zacharias Colley was born Deem ye 7th 1771 
Martha Colley was born Febu 12th 1773 
Elizabeth Colley was born March 31 1775 
Rebeca Colley was born January ye 19th 1780 
finis 

James Colley Wells was born August the 22d 1789 
Joel Colley was born of Sarah Colley Deem the 11 1776 [correcting previous entry] 
Sherrod Good Colley was born of Agnes Colley Novm the 28th 1790 
Edward C. Bishop was born January the 15th day 1803 
Martha Bishop was born March 1st day 1804 
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Samuel Bishop was born the 15th December 1806. Died the 23rd of November 1820 
James L. Trimble & Martha Bishop were married March the 1st 1832 
Melissa Good Trimble was born the 4th of April 1833 

Edward C. Bishop was born the 15th day of January 1803 
Martha Bishop was born the 1st day of March 1804 
Thomas Bishop was born the 12th day of September 1805 
Samuel Bishop was born the 15th day of December 1806 
Ann N. Bishop was born the 27th day of August 1808 
Jeremiah G. Bishop was born 26th day of Feby 1811 
Elizabeth Bishop was born 10th day of April 1812 

Mary Bishop was born July 16th 1818. Died the 1st day of April 1820 

John Colley was born in the year of our Lord 1752 September ye 13th day 
Sarah Colley was born September ye 18th 1753 
Usley Colley was born February ye 3d 1755 
James Colley was born Sept ye 17th 1763 

James Strong was born March ye 7 1746 
John Cape was born April ye 25 1726 [this entry written upside immediately below the James Strong 
entry, in the same handwriting] 

Other writings in the Book; 
"Wm Strong his hand and pen he will write [not legible, but looks like] "Botus," [or looks like] "13 
otus" [neither of which make sense. 

1 2 - 2 - 4 4 
3 - 1 -1732 
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St. Peter's Parish Episcopal Church, New Kent, Virginia 
William M. Strong was christened here on 5 January 1701 

End Note: 
The William Strong Prayer Book has been donated to the State Library of Virginia at Richmond so that 
they may be preserved for all future generations of researchers. 

Marshall Styles 
March 2010 
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In 1728, that being the second year ofthe reign of King George II of Great Britain, the 
king commissioned a reprint ofthe 1662 standard edition ofthe Book of Common Prayer 
ofthe Church of England. The 1662 edition, for the most part, is still "intact" in its 
original form and content as used today by the Church of England. King George II took 
advantage ofthe opportunity as king, because he could and was wont to do so, by 
inserting his own legacy at the end ofthe Book. 

In the absence ofthe original cover ofthe "William M. Strong Prayer Book," and also 
being unable to secure a facsimile ofthe 1728 edition, I have used an image ofa 1762 
edition, as displayed above, to show what the 1728 edition may have looked like. 

In December 1744, William M. Strong, then of Hanover County, Virginia, later resident 
of Pittsylvania County, Virginia, residing in and being a member in good standing ofthe 
Parish of St. Paul's of Hanover, purchased a 1728 Book of Common Prayer. Strong 
wrote, "William Strong his book bought O- in the year of our Lord and Saviour 1744." 
The original Book of Common Prayer, as printed and reproduced herein, is not much 
larger than a pocket New Testament with Psalms and Proverbs, a book to which we today 
might be accustomed. Although the original covers ofthe Strong Prayer Book are 
missing, the remaining portion was re-bound in Alabama in the 1960's. Its original size is 
roughly 3" x 5-1/8" when closed, or 6" across by 5-1/2" as bound and lying open. The 
digital reproduction of this invaluable book is presented at one hundred percent of its 
size. 

William M. Strong made various notes and meaningless scribbles in the book (as if 
practicing writing his name "W M Strong," or "W M"), and also the names of his 7 
children, born between 10 December 1732 and 7 March 1746, to a mother whose 
surname is believed to "Cape." In the late-1740's, our William M. Strong of St. Paul's 
Parish was accorded the honor by his church to be a caregiver for one William Cape 



through their common affiliation with the Parish church. The records reflect that William 
Cape died in the year 1747. In 1759 the Parish records note that William Strong was 
given financial assistance in the burial of his unnamed wife. There is recorded a birth of 
one James Cape, 25 April 1726, in the William M. Strong Prayer Book who appears to be 
the son of William M. Strong's wife, either from a prior marriage (unlikely) or by an 
illegitimate birth. _______ 

wtm-• {actual size) 

It is my belief that upon the 8 October 1751 marriage of Mary Strong (1732-1797), to 
Edward Colley (1730-1798), Mary being the eldest recorded child of William M. Strong, 
the Prayer Book was made a wedding gift to them by William. From the date of Edward 
and Mary's marriage entry there were no others ofthe Strong surname. From that time 
forward, only the names ofthe twenty children of Edward and Mary were recorded, 
followed by the death entry for Edward Colley, 30 April 1798, excepting the 
abovementioned birth entry of James Cape. 

Mary Strong (Colley), daughter of William M. Strong died, according to family tradition, 
in the year 1797, and is buried beside her husband in the Colley Family Graveyard on the 
Olde Colley Farm in Chase City, Virginia. Strangely enough, although Mary's birth and 
marriage dates are recorded, there is no entry for her death. 



There are entries for the births of sons to unwed mothers Agnes (Sherrod Goode Colley) 
and Sarah Colley (Joel Colley), both of whom are daughters of Edward and Mary. Then, 
there is the marriage entry for Elizabeth Colley (the 19th of 20 children born to Edward 
and Mary) to Jeremiah Bishop, 8 February 1802, after which all the remaining entries are 
ofthe Bishop line. It is interesting to note that a male child of Elizabeth Colley and 
Jeremiah Bishop was named Jeremiah Goode Bishop. 

It is inferred by subsequent Prayer Book entries that upon the death of Mary Strong in 
1797, and of Edward Colley in 1798, the Prayer Book passed into the hands of Elizabeth 
Colley, later Elizabeth Colley Bishop. The "William M. Strong Prayer Book" remained 
in the Bishop family continuously from 1798 until December 2007, a span of 209 years. 
The chain of ownership of this Prayer Book was inscribed by descendant Virginia Wallis 
Newby (Williams) inside the back cover ofthe book at the time she had it rebound by 
one "Wm. M. Roberts" in the 1960's. The whereabouts ofthe original cover and the first 
several pages, which would have included a table of contents and a lengthy introduction 
as to its purpose and use, is unknown. They have not survived. 



There are today, known personally by me, direct descendants of William M. Strong, 
through his daughter Mary Strong of Hanover County, Virginia, who married Edward 
Colley of Norfolk County, Virginia, and who settled in Mecklenburg County, Virginia, 
through the lines of descent of only three children out of twenty known born to Edward 
and Mary. 

Those three are: (1) John W. Colley, eldest child, who fought in the Revolutionary War, 
married Sarah France, and who settled his family in Wilkes County, Georgia; (2) Sarah 
Colley, second eldest child, who, after giving birth to son Joel Colley, married John Jones 
and settled her family in the mountains of Rutherford County, North Carolina during the 
Revolutionary period; and (3) Elizabeth Colley, nineteenth child, who married Jeremiah 
Bishop and relocated her family to first to Montgomery County, then to Talladega 
County, Alabama. 

On 27 December 2007, Mr. William B. Newby of Killen, Alabama, who had inherited 
the Book from his mother Virginia Wallis Newby (Williams) ofthe Colley-Bishop line, 
made a generous, unselfish gift of this marvelous Strong-Colley family heirloom to me, 
Marshall L. Styles of Simpsonville, South Carolina. Mr. Newby is a 5th great grandson of 
William M. Strong. I am the 7th great grandson of William M. Strong, and proud to have 
inherited the William M. Strong Book of Common Prayer ofthe Church of England for 
safekeeping. 



Inscriptions in the William M. Strong Prayer Book, in the order of their appearance, not 
necessarily in the date order of their occurence: 

William Strong his book bought o Robert Johnson in the year of our Lord and Saviour 
1744 

Mary Strong was born the 10 day of Deem 1732 
John Strong was born the 2nd day of Novm 1734 
William Strong was born the 10th day of March 1736 at 6 o'clock 
Thomas Strong was born the 16th day of Deem 1739 
Sary Strong was born the 24th day of July 1741 
Elizabeth Strong was born the 21 of July 1744 
James Strong was born March the 7th 1746 

Edward Colley and Mary his wife was married October ye 8th 1751 
Sherrod Colley was born Novm the 28th 

Joel Colley was born Deem 11th 1779 [note second entry below to correct date, his is son 
of Sarah] 
Edward Colley departed this life April the 28th 1798 

John Colley was born in the year of our Lord 1752 September ye 13th 

Sarah Colley was born Sept ye 18th 1753 
Usley Colley was born February the 3d 1755 
William Colley was born March ye 2d 1756 
Daniel and Joel Colley was born March ye 6th 1757 
Mary Colley was born the 7th Novr 1758 

Anna Colley was born Novm the 26th 1759 



Agnes Colley was born Febu the 24th 1761 
Edward Colley was born August ye 2d 1762 
James Colley was born September ye 17 1763 
Samuel Colley was born ye 5th of December 1764 
Jane Colley was born August ye 1st 1766 

Susana Colley was born Novm ye 29th 1767 
Thomas Colley was born Deem ye 28 1768 
Charles Colley was born May ye 1st 1770 
Zacharias Colley was born Deem ye 7th 1771 
Martha Colley was born Febu 12th 1773 
Elizabeth Colley was born March 31 1775 
Rebeca Colley was born January ye 19th 1780 
finis 

James Colley Wells was born August the 22d 1789 
Joel Colley was born of Sarah Colley Deem the 11 1776 [correcting previous entry] 
Sherrod Good Colley was born of Agnes Colley Novm the 28th 1790 
Edward C. Bishop was born January the 15th day 1803 
Martha Bishop was born March 1st day 1804 

Samuel Bishop was born the 15th December 1806. Died the 23rd of November 1820 
James L. Trimble & Martha Bishop were married March the 1st 1832 
Melissa Good Trimble was born the 4th of April 1833 

Edward C. Bishop was born the 15th day of January 1803 
Martha Bishop was born the 1st day of March 1804 
Thomas Bishop was born the 12th day of September 1805 



th Samuel Bishop was born the 15 day of December 1806 
th Ann N. Bishop was born the 27 day of August 1808 
-th Jeremiah G. Bishop was born 26 day of Feby 1811 

Elizabeth Bishop was born 10th day of April 1812 

Mary Bishop was born July 16th 1818. Died the 1st day of April 1820 

John Colley was born in the year of our Lord 1752 September ye 13th day 
Sarah Colley was born September ye 18th 1753 
Usley Colley was born February ye 3d 1755 
James Colley was born Sept ye 17th 1763 

James Strong was born March ye 7 1746 
John Cape was born April ye 25 1726 [this entry written upside immediately below the 
James Strong entry, in the same handwriting] 

Other writings in the Book; 
"Wm Strong his hand and pen he will write [not legible, but looks like] "Botus," [or 
looks like] "13 otus" [neither of which make sense. 

1 2 - 2 - 4 4 
3 - 1 - 1732 
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may he a: • ' ' • , , 4 
Ii: a ,a : : 

in-: ss..!', i i t r - o . r 
then, hy gis.u.- Uf '.Bt *e:*« w 

E).V (• ' . '"» , ..*( 1 'A - a •• 
f > i «' t 'i i! r ' 
n i t en \ !•: 
Ctfiil mt Lmti i tc whom ,v.ii! 
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