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James Withers Sr. was a Virginia

colonist.

• 4 WILL:

James Withers was born sometime between

June 1680 and June 1681:

This inde�nite date was settled by the record given in the Overwharton Parish

Register which states that James Withers died on June 6, 1746 in the 66th year of

his age. Thus he was already 65 years of age but had not reached his 66th

birthday. [1]

James Withers was likely born in England, though his exact place of birth has yet to be

proven through documentation.

In connection with the family tradition that James Withers was born in Bristol,

England, it is of interest that Captain Edward Mountjoy, with whom James Withers

lived in 1702 or 1703, was the brother of Thomas Mountjoy, a merchant in Bristol,

England. [2]

James Withers married Elizabeth Keene. They had sixteen known children: [2] [3]

1. Elizabeth (Withers) Field (1701 - 1798)

2. Thomas Withers (1707 - 1723)

3. Ursula Keene (Withers) Allen (1708 - 1793)

4. Martha (Withers) McDaniel (1710 - 1783)

5. Mary (Withers) Hudnall (1711 - 1783)

6. John Withers (1714 - 1794)

7. Keene Withers (1715 - 1720)

8. Bridget Withers (1715 - 1717)

9. James Withers (1716 - 1791)

10. Irvine Withers (1718 - 1718)

11. Bridget (Withers) Allen (1720 - 1788)

12. Ann (Withers) Mauzy (1722 - 1765)

13. Thomas Withers (1723 - 1794)

14. William Withers (1726 - 1804)

15. Keene Withers (1727 - 1756)
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James Withers died 6 June 1746. [1] His will, dated 1 June 1746, was presented into court

in Sta�ord County 8 July 1746. [4] [5]

1. ↑ 1.0 1.1 Withers, Robert Edwin, Katherine Cox Gottschalk, and A. May Osler.
Withers Family of the County Lancaster England and of Sta�ord County Virginia:
Establishing the Ancestry of Robert Edwin Withers III (Richmond: Dietz Printing
Company, 1947), 31; digital images, FamilySearch (https://
www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/264259-withers-family-of-
the-county-lancaster-england-and-of-sta�ord-county-virginia-establishing-the-
ancestry-of-robert-edwin-withers-iii?o�set= : downloaded 25 February 2023),
image 49 of 279.

2. ↑ 2.0 2.1 Recum, Franz V., Withers--America: Or, A Collection of Genealogical
Data Concerning the History of the Descendants in the Male Line of James
Withers (1680/1-1746) of Sta�ord County, Virginia (New York: F.V. Recum, 1949),
1-2; digital images, Google Books, (https://www.google.com/books/edition/
Withers_America/XNtfAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0  :downloaded 25 February
2023).

3. ↑ "The Withers Family of Sta�ord, Fauquier, &c.," Virginia Historical Magazine
Vol. VI, (1899), 309-313; digital images, FamilySearch (https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-13PV-XGX1?i=471&cat=16216 :
downloaded 25 February 2023), images 470-472 of 826. Copy of family bible
record of children names and birthdates.

4. ↑ "Virginia, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1652-1900," database with images,
Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62347/ : accessed 26
February 2023) > Fauquier > Land Causes, Vol 1-2, 1809-1833, will of James
Withers, 1746.

5. ↑ James' will is also reprinted in Withers family of County Lancaster, pp. 37-39.

See also:

• Find A Grave: Memorial #187572885

• Thank you to Donald Marlowe for creating WikiTree pro�le Withers-573.

• Thank you to Heidi Fry for creating Withers-616 on 16 Sep 13.

Click to the Changes page for the details of edits by Donald and others.
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LAND TRANSACTIONS & PROBATE INVENTORY/VALUATION:

Land bought from Joseph Waugh of 100 acres on the South side of Potomac Run

Note: It was on this land that James Withers was living at the time of his death.

Land

Prince William County, Virginia

He bought from Rice Hooe of which he mentioned 800 acres in his will, leaving the

residue of this land to be divided between two of his sons.

Land Grant

10 Dec 1715 Sta�ord County, Virginia

1300 acres of land on the North side of the head of a branch of Licking Run

Land Grant 25 Mar 1727

334 acres on branches of Potomac Run

Land

1731-1739 bought 200 acres from Henry Field and 50 acres from Sondal Horton.

Land

Aft 1739 of 200 acres he bought from william Waugh on the South side of Rocky Run

Probate 8th of July,1746

The inventory of his estate was made on that date and his person all property was

valued at £ 1883.9.4½

Note: Many of his children weren't mentioned in his will.

In the name of God, Amen I James Withers of Sta�ord County Planter being sick of Body

but of Sound Sence & Perfect memory thanks to Almighty God and Calling to

Remembrance how frail all �esh is have thought �tt to make this my Last will &

Testament in manner & form as follows.

I give and bequeath my Soul into the hands of Almighty God who gave it, hoping for

[location?] [date?
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forgiveness of all my Sins through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ my Savior

and Redeemer. My body I desire may be Decently buried at the Discretion of my

Executors hereafter Named. After all my Lawfull Debts are honestly paid, What Temporal

Estate it hath pleased God to bless me with I Desire may be Disposed of as followeth:

IMPRIMIS I give to my & his heirs for Ever a Dividend or part of that

Land which I bought of Rice Hooe Lying in Prince William County containing four

hundred acres and bounded as follows beginning at the beginning tree of the said Patent

and running ESE three hundred & Twenty poles thence NE one hundred & Eighty �ve

poles thence North Sixty four Degrees West three hundred & Ninety Six poles to the west

Line of the said Patent & from thence along the Line of the said Patent to the �rst

beginning as also negro Robin now in his possession a Negro Called Breechy & a feather

bed & furniture.

ITEM I give & bequeath to my & his wife Ann & their heirs for

Ever another part of the said Land bought of Rice Hooe Containing Five hundred acres to

begin where the Second Course of the said James's Ends to Run up the main line of the

Patent so far as a Line across the same may Include that Quantity as also a Negro man

named George a featherbed and Furniture and four Cows & Calves & the half of the hogs

that he raises where he now lives.

ITEM I give and bequeath to my and his heirs for Ever two

hundred acres of Land whereon he now Lives lying in the upper Part of that land which I

bought of Rice Hooe bounded on the North Side by the Line which Divides John Hooes

Land and mine & on the South Side by a Parallel Line quite across the said Patent and a

negro boy named Frank in his Possession.

ITEM I give and bequeath to my  and his heirs for Ever a Dividend

or part of my Land on licking run in Prince Wm County to be Laid o� according to the

Survey made thereof by John Allan and at the same time marked from Raccoon branch

to the Back Line of the main Patent also the following Negros Sam, Denboro, Flory & her

last Child Will & all of their Increase.

ITEM I give and bequeath to my & his heirs for Ever a Dividend or

part of my Land on Licking Run in the Southwest Part of the said Patent & bounded As

follows, Beginning at the beginning White oak of the Said Patent and running North

along the Line of his Brother Thomas One hundred and thirty Eight Poles thence north

forty Seven Degrees west till it Intersects the out Lines of the main Patent thence along

the lines of the Said Patent Revening them to the �rst Beginning including the old

mannor plantation as also the following Negroes Ned, Famine, Nan, Phillis Easter and

their Increase and a set of Blacksmiths Tools & a featherbed & furniture and it is my will

& Desire that my Son John take into his Care my said Son Keene and his Estate till he

arrive to the age of Twenty-one years.

ITEM I give & bequeath to my & his heirs for Ever the remaining

Part of my Licking run Land not yet bequeathed with this Proviso that if Henry Mauzy is

obliged to remove from where he now Lives he shall have the Liberty of Living upon the

mill plantation on the said Land til he has Time to Clear a plantation on the Land already
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bequeathed to him as also the following Negroes Peter James Sarah Moll & Jack & their

Increase and a featerbed & furniture.

ITEM I give & bequeath to my and his heirs for Ever two hundred and

�fty acres of Land whereon he now Lives bought of Henry Field as also two hundred

acres of Land bought of William Waugh lying on the South Side of rocky run and �fty

acres which I bought of Snodal Horton as also the following Negroes to wit Matt, Harry &

a negro boy named Cesar.

ITEM I give and bequeath to my and their

heirs for Ever a Tract of Land Containing three hundred & Sixty-�ve acres Lying on the

North Side of Potomack run bought of Bryant Young.

ITEM I give & bequeath to my Loving wife Elizabeth during the time of her natural Life

only all the household goods & furniture which she brought from her father & what kind

So ever of Cattle with the Mill on Potomack run as also the tract of Land on which I now

Live & have the following Negroes Tom, Dick, Pegg, Dinah, Roger, Bess, Sugg, Hanah,

Winny, Paige & Daniel and after her Decease the said Negroes and their future Increase

to be Equally Divided Between my �ve Sons or such of them as shall be then Living.

ITEM I give & bequeath to my said  A negro woman Jenny and her Child in full

Satisfaction of his part of the Negroes which are to be Divided at his Mother's Death.

ITEM I give to my Loving wife Elizabeth a Negro man Named Ben during her Natural Life

and after her Decease to be Equally Divided between my four Sons John, Thomas, Wm &

Keene.

ITEM I give to my said Son Keene a Negro girl Named Sue to him and his heirs for Ever

ITEM I give to my  the wife of John Allen the two following negroes Lydia

& Nan now in their possession

ITEM I give to my Twenty Shillings to

buy her a ring

ITEM I give to my  twenty Shillings to buy

her a ring

ITEM All the rest of my Estate moveable & Immoveable I give to be Equally Divided

among my �ve Sons immediately after my Decease

ITEM whereas there is an action Depending in the General Court between Edward

Herndon & me about a Negro my intention is that if I am Last in the said Suite my wife

Shall Pay the money Debt and I desire that my said �ve Sons Shall Equally pay the

Tobacco that shall be due for the costs & charges attending it and that if any of them

shall fail to pay their Equal part thereof they shall forfeit their Legacies already

Bequeathed them to the others willing to Perform it.
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[edit]

ITEM the remaining part of the Land bought of Rice Hooe not yet Bequeathed I give to

my Sons William & Keene to be Equally Divided between them.

ITEM I give to Each of my �ve Sons twenty Pounds Current money & the remaining part

of my Cash I Give to my Wife to pay of my Cash Debt the money to Herndon if he

recovers any against me

ITEM I give to my said wife During her Natural Life one hundred acres of Land Lying on

the South Side of Potomack run bought of Joseph Waugh where my Quarter now Stands

and after her Decease to my Said Son John and his heirs for Ever

ITEM I Do appoint my Loving wife Eliza. & my Sons John, Thomas & William Exercutrix &

Executors of this my Last Will & Testament revoking all former wills by me here to fore

made Declaring this only to be my Last will and Testament

IN WITNESS whereof I have herewith to Set my hand & seal this 7th day of June, 1746

James Withers

At a Court held for Sta�ord County July the 8th, 1746

THE within Last will and Testament of Jas. Withers Dec'd was Presented into Court by

Elizabeth Withers, John Withers, Thomas Withers, & Willm

Withers Executors Therein named who made Oath thereto according to Law and Being

Proved by the Oaths of Andrew Ross, Jas Oneal & Henry Tyler three of the witnesses

thereto Subscribed is Admitted to record & on _____ of the said Executors they

Preforming what is Usual in such Cases Certi�cate is granted them for Obtaining a

Probate thereof in Due form.

Teste Hy. Tyler Ct Clrk

Bio; By Jonathan Robert De Mallie, Historian
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The Find A Grave Memorial ID has changed to Find A Grave: Memorial #187572885

It has a di�erent Birth Date. Larry Cunningham

posted Jan 07, 2021 by Lawrence Cunningham

reply flag move to G2G thank Lawrence

I think it more likely that James was born in Virginia as father, William is said to have been there well before 1680...

posted Feb 16, 2019 by Karen Johnson

reply flag move to G2G thank Karen

I agree, the father was established on his land on the Potomac Creek. It’s not logical his mother made a perilous trek

Gloucestershire to have a baby. Preposterous even!

posted Jan 04, 2021 by Liane Smith

reply flag move to G2G thank Liane

Withers-1075 and Withers-4 appear to represent the same person because: same spouse and children

posted Aug 07, 2017 by Esmé (Pieterse) van der Westhuizen

reply flag move to G2G thank Esmé

Everything in the biography (except for the �nal sentence in parentheses) is copied exactly from Withers-America by F.V. R

is contained in the Front Matter of this book. It needs to be paraphrased or the source properly paraphrased.

posted May 10, 2017 by Robin Kabrich

reply flag move to G2G thank Robin  | 1 thank-you received
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Individuals should have one WikiTree pro�le that is shared by all family members. If you �nd matches for James Withers 

them. [more info] [more merging tools  for James Withers]

Pending Merges 

None.

[initiate a merge]

Unmerged Matches 

None.

[add a match]

Rejected Matches 

None.

[reject a match

This week's connection theme is ! James is 13 degrees from Lon Chaney, 17 degrees from James Aurness

Browning, 23 degrees from Warwick Davis, 18 degrees from Michael J. Fox, 18 degrees from Kevin Hall, 20 degrees from William

degrees from Elsa Lanchester, 16 degrees from Bela Lugosi, 20 degrees from Maila Nurmi, 13 degrees from Vincent Price

Claude Rains on our single family tree. See  or your genealogical relationship with James.

ALL DEGREES TABLE

W  >  Withers  >  James Withers Sr.

Categories: Sta�ord County, Virginia (–) (±) | Virginia Colonists (–) (±) (+)   [edit]
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